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Zanzibar Cathedral Restoration and Development Project

In October 2013, Zanzibar Anglican Cathedral launched its long awaited Restoration
and Development Project, including the creation of a Heritage Education and Visitor
Centre. The launch was attended by European and Zanzibar politicians including the
Minister for Tourism, as well as classes from two Schools, one being the Cathedral’s
own St Monica’s very successful Nursery & Primary School . After the recent
troubles it was a very positive event. Rt Rev Douglas and Mrs Pat Cameron also
attended from Scotland. Douglas is a former Bishop of Argyll & The Isles which is
linked with Zanzibar, and he and Pat visit the island on an annual basis to continue
giving support. The launch had been enabled by the generous support of the World
Monuments Fund and the European Union, who are underwriting a large part of
the basic cost, which is estimated at £800,000.

Zanzibar Cathedral rises from the slave trade

The slave trade is surely one of the most shameful aspects of European expansion
in the 17™ to 19™ centuries. When the transatlantic trade from West Africa was
disrupted by the British Navy in the 19" century, more slaves than ever were taken
through Zanzibar, adding to the numbers already being taken to the East. The
abolitionist movement gained momentum from David Livingstone’s descriptions of
the decimation of African populations as slavers raped and murdered their way
through the African interior. As many as 50,000 slaves were passing through the city
annually in the 19" century and up to 90% of the local population was enslaved.
Livingstone estimated that 80,000 people died each year before ever reaching
Zanzibar. When the slave market was finally closed in 1873 this was considered a
great victory for the abolitionist movement. Bishop Steere of the Universities
Mission to Central Africa managed to acquire the site and that year laid the
foundation stone for Christ Church Cathedral. They planned to develop the site with
schools and a dispensary for the local people.

Cathedral Buildings Construction History - from 1873 to date

The Cathedral itself was designed by the London architect C.F. Hayward in a mixture
of Gothic and Arabic styles. The walls were built of coral laid in lime mortar; it is
one of the tallest coral buildings on the island. The roof was to be something
special. Steere was keen to have a roof that would stand the test of time. Although
structural concrete design was not well understood until the 20" century, Steere
decided to span the 28.5 foot roof with concrete formed over a framework that was
moved along as work progressed. People were amazed when the support was
removed from the first section; it stayed up!
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The Cathedral lies within the UN World Heritage Site of Stone Town (the historical
centre of Zanzibar). As well as being a place of worship for Christians in the town,
the Cathedral with its history is a significant attraction for visitors to the island, and
a large part of its income comes from these visitors. It was very apparent that the
buildings required a large amount of restoration to maintain them and the flow of
visitors. In 1999 the Diocesan Architect of Argyll & The Isles visited the Cathedral
and prepared a condition report. However, it proved difficult to progress further
action, due to lack of funding.

First Aid: Crisis occurred a couple of years later. Although the original roof had
lasted, around ten years ago there was structural movement and the concrete
started to crack. At present a serious crack runs the height of the West gable and
cracking continues along the length of the roof. Christian Engineers in Development
(a very active UK Charitable Organisation) were asked to assist and they became the
Project Managers. To keep abreast of the current condition, CED have been sending
out an engineer and an architect to monitor the faults, and to design solutions for
the desperately urgent remedial structural works. CED is overseeing this
engineering work which is due to commence very shortly. The plan is to prevent
further movement of the North and South walls by inserting ties across the roof at
the base of the arch and to repair the crack in the gable.

Restoration and Development

Restoration: £450,000 of the basic cost will be spent on repairs at the cathedral
itself so that it is not in danger of collapse. Further funding estimated at £250,000
is needed to bring the building back into a reasonable state of repair and ultimately
to return it to being the showcase example of Swahili architecture that it once was.
Tourists, academics and worshippers should be able to experience and enjoy this
unique space with its turn of the 20" century art work.

Development: With the rest of the £800,000, WMF will help the cathedral develop
a Heritage Education and Visitor Centre, marking the abolition of slavery and in so
doing, help secure long term the future of the building fabric. The vision is that
telling the story of slavery in an open way will help to bridge the social and ethnic
divisions of the island and promote tolerance, reconciliation and an inclusive
society. There will be a section devoted to modern day slavery. Local school children
will learn about their history and visiting tourists will create jobs and wealth.

The Cathedral hopes to accomplish the conservation work in part by establishing a
Cathedral Workshop Trade School to train apprentices in traditional skills, expert
specialist artisans being brought in for the purpose. In time the school would start
to become self-supporting as its craftsmen would carry out work for other
organisations in Stone Town World Heritage Site. Once the Cathedral Heritage
Centre opens, entrance fees will also be used to fund further repair and ongoing
maintenance.
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Support

Local: In 2009, a large group from Zanzibar Cathedral and Diocese climbed Mt
Kilimanjaro in aid of the Cathedral. The total raised was in the region of $36,000.
The Diocese has ideas of repeating this creditable effort.

Organisational: To raise the public profile, UNESCO gave the Restoration its
blessing, and to help raise the necessary funds the Cathedral invited World
Monuments Fund to take an interest. WMF have received support from the
European Union to make emergency repairs to the building and stabilize the roof.
The total WMF budget for the project is £800,000. 80% of this is a grant from the
European Development Fund with the balance to be made up by the Anglican
Diocese of Zanzibar together with the Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural
Preservation, the Government of Zanzibar and funds donated for the project to
Christian Engineers in Development. It is hoped to attract funding from other
organisations interested in the buildings, the slave trade history, and the
development of a better future for the people, through education, craftsmanship
training and paid work.

Public: Amongst others, various Cathedral and Church congregations in the UK are
generously sending support to both the Cathedral and the Diocese. The project is
appealing to the worldwide public to donate any sums, small or large, to be able to
progress the restoration and development.

Your help is therefore much needed.
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The current project provides an opportunity to organise further work while experts
are visiting Zanzibar regularly. If you would like to support the venture, please send
any donation to:

The Treasurer
Christian Engineers in Development [UK Charity No. 293734]
37 Kidmore End Road

Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8SN

Further information: www.zanzibarfriends.org
www.ced.org.uk/zanzibar-cathedral/
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Pictures:
Crack on West gable

General view of cathedral (note the grey roof - the front page shows the roof covered with
copper coloured tarpaulins to prevent rain leakage—an indication of the urgent need).

The concrete ceiling... crack is just visible

Slave memorial by Clara S6rnas

Spire in Stone Town "Arts and Crafts” beaten copper panels in apse behind altar
Project launch October 2013
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Original article by lan Rankin, Architect, Chairman CED, chair@ced.org.uk
Adapted by Christopher Hall, Edinburgh. cjph@challca.com Volunteer Fundraising Assistant

Annexes/ WMF Press Release/UNESCO Letter of support
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PRESS RELEASE

Stone Town, 0" Oefober 2013

Launch of a three year project in Zanzibar to create a heritage centre on the site of the former
slave market in Zanzibar, preserve the Christ Church Cathedral and support the Wakf Commission

In a significant and tangible demonstration of parinership, the Government of Tanzania, the Revoluficnary
Government of Zanzibar, the European Union and the United States of America have joined forces to
support the preservation and promotion of a landmark historical site in Stone Town, Zanzibar. These
organizations believe cultural heritage strengthens community identity and pride. Moreover, when the
preservation of cultural heritage is integrated into a coherent development strategy. it can become a
potent force for the community's socio-economic development.

This project will result in the creation of a heritage and education centre that will both
commemorate the abolition of slavery and educate schiool childrem about the history of the
abolition mowvement. The iconic Christ Church Cathedral will also receive urgently meeded
structural repairs and preservation works. The project will also provide heritage management
training to the Wakf commission, which administers endowed property for all denominations of
Islam in Zanzibar and is responsible for over 50% of its historic housing stock.

The project will be implemented by World Monumenis Fund and its partners, the Anglican Church of
Tanzania, the Zanzibar Stone Town Hentage Society and the UK chanty Christian Emgineers in
Development.

"Owr hope iz that the prezenvafion and promotion of thiz histoncal aife in Zanzibar wil fuel 3 zenze of
common belonging for the Zanziban people and of ownership of their cultual hentage; it should
coninibufe fo bwiding nabiona! idenfiy in the diversily, folerance and eolidardy befween faiths,
commurifies and peoples." said the EU Ambassador fo Tanzania, H.E. Fillberio Cenani Sebregondi.

According to Ms. Bonnie Burnham, President of World Monuments Fund, *Word Monumenis Fund iz
delighted fo be working with these government and infermational parfners fo conserve this important
landmark. Thiz cultural hentage zife iz significand for Zanzibariz az well az the world, and we hope that the
project will serve as a caialyst for the development of 3 stronger sense of communify identity. "

For maore information, please contact:

Benjamin Haley - Communications Manager -World Monuments Fund (Shalevifwmfong) - i
Virginie De Ruyt - Cooperation Officer - EU Delegation Tanzania (virginie.de-ruyt@eeas europa.eu)

The Buropean Union has The European Commission s the EL's execubive body.
awanded & grant of EUR 743 000
1o his projedt “Th= European Union Is made up of 22 Member Shkes who hase decided fo
gracualy Ink iopeier thelr know-how, nesoerces and desfinles. Together, during a
Delegation of perod of enlagement of 50 years, they hawe bult a zone of sabiity, democracy
The Eurcpzan LUnion and sustalnabie develcpment whilst mantaicing cultural dversity, fokerance and
In Disr =3 Salaam Indiidual freedoms. The Evropean Urlon |5 commibed to sharng s achiesemenis
F.0.Box 3514 and I valuss wih coundiles and peoples beyond Ibs bonders”.

Tel: =235 22 211 74730k
Faw- =355 22 241 2277
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Christ Church Anglican Cathedral, Stone Town World Heritage Site, Zanzibar

Cultura Sactor

Raf.: WHCT4URTAMDS F 17 Septamber 2010

Subject: Zanzibar Anglican Cathedral restoration project 2010

TaWhom It May Concern:

I he Anglican Cathedral in Zanzibar is an historic bullding and an Important part
of the country’s hertage, belng ane of & hancful of listed monuments in the Stone
Town Waorld Haritage propery. Sfarted in 1872 and corgecrated in 1906, o
stands on the site of the former slawve market — tha altar being on ihe location of
the whippiag post. Through the history preceding this place of worship, it is also a
menument. acknowledging the slave trade, 2 svidenced in the commemarative
sculpture of a slave pit in the grounds. The Cethedral is adomed with & window
dedicated to the memory of the anti-slave trade explorer David Livingstona, as
well as a crucifix made fram the woeod of a free beside his burial place near Lake
Tanganyika. Tha Cathedral is alse an impatant @conamic assst to the island's
tou rist industry, wealeoming thousands of visitors aach year.

Tha Cathedral has been, for gome tima, in dire need of restoration and repair. In
particular, the mest ungent repair concems the pionearing solid roof, which hzs
gtarted to epread. This, paired with cracks beginning to appear in the walls is
signaling thet the roof needs significart upgrading with restoration efforts aleo
placed on the surounding walls. The coral render has fallen off in cerain places,
lawving soft muddime motar expossd to the rain.

The praject, which is being led by the LK Charity Christian Engineers in
Developmsnt, inwalves ol anly the restorgticn, but also the formation of a school
fer artlzanz. The aim iz tu benefil lhe local communily 23 to:
s Hescue an internationally recognized property inscrlbed on thie World
Heritage List and turther pratect its Outstanding Universal Valuz
»  Spcure for the future a valuable economic asseal
e Build a community of artisans of all faithe, focused on devsloping
gxgelance in the training of craftsmean and craftswomen
s Pedice paverty by providing training and work to the community
= |nvoive local people, expatriates, Muslims and Christians in a proert that
wil foster understanding

The Warld Heritage Cenire strongly spproves of and supporte the undertaking of
‘his project, and has no hestator in reconrmending it for intemnational support
irom all Goveramert, Commercal and Chartable Organizations and indivicduals
alike.
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=7 Lazare Eloundou Assomo
Chief of Africa Unit
World Herizage Centre
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