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Case History: 
Kakagatie Charco-cum-Valley Tank, Uganda 2008-2011 
Beneficiaries 
2,500 residents of Kakagatie, Kiruhuru District  
 

Partner 
Planning, Development and Rehabilitation Department (PDR), Church of Uganda 
 

Implementation 
Supervision is being  undertaken by Philip Tibenderana (PDR employee and 
CED member), in collaboration with Diocese of North Kigezi, with advice from 
CED 
Earthworks by Kiba Construction Ltd., Mbarara, with labour supplied by the 
beneficiary communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding 
Meal-a-Day Committee     £15,000                                                              
The States of Guernsey Overseas Aid Committee £31,500  

Total       £46,500 
 
                                                                                   
 

 
 
Project Summary 
Kikagatie lies about 6 km. south of  
Lyantondi on the main Masaka-Mbarara 
Road in the newly formed district of 
Kiruhuru. The population of 2,500 people 
are settled agriculturalist with fairly large 
herds of cattle. There is one primary 
school with 400 children.  
The area can be described as 
essentially savannah type country with 
gently rolling hills. The rainfall is 600 to 
800 mm per year, permanent shallow 
ground water is not available, the 
underlying bedrock being largely un-
weathered basement complex. Deep 
ground water may well be found in 
fractures in the basement complex rock, 
but at depths that would require 
mechanical pumping, the cost of which 
would be unsustainable by the 
community.  Storage of surface rainfall run-off was therefore the only viable option. A suitable site near the settlement 
was located, surveyed and a charco-cum-valley tank to store 52,000 m3 of water (sufficient to meet the needs of the 
community throughout the year) was designed and built. The water from the valley tank is drawn from a shallow well, 
fed from the tank, which is fitted with a hand pump. This also supplies a cattle watering trough. Provision for improved 
sanitation measures, such as the provision of concrete slabs to cover pit latrines that can be kept clean and covered, 
was included in the programme. Health and hygiene education, conducted by the Diocesan Health workers and local 
Ministry of Health officers, formed an integral part of the project. Training in maintenance and book keeping was also 
be given. 

Storage tank at Kilolo Secondary School 

Pit latrine slab construction group 


